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Smart Cities In The Post COVID-19 Era

5|7t : https://theaseanpost.com/article/smart-cities-post-covid-19-era

(7i8&) While evidence of sustained impacts of national policies on economic resilience during the pandemic
remain elusive, the role of smart cities in pandemic response has been three-fold.

First, smart cities have been actively deploying a [[I[i of digital technological solutions and innovative
bottom-up approaches to drive greater economic resilience.

For example, in Singapore, the government has recognised the importance of speeding up national level
digitalisation. Smart facility management, the internet of things (loT), and have become the
symbols of a smart nation as they create advanced, safe, and liveable urban environments despite these
times of pandemic. These smart city solutions have also [J:JELIEE preventive efforts to curb the &l
contagion. (FFE§)

Second, several cities in South East Asia and South Asia have acted as effective implementation channels
of nationwide economic relief packages. As large-scale social assistance programs take time to design
and deliver, cities equipped with better digital infrastructure were found to be relatively efficient in the
targeted delivery of relief to intended beneficiaries.

For example, several state governments in India have used a smart city network platform to deliver
essential commodities and to conduct alert responses as many city centres are equipped with the digital
identities of their citizens, aerial surveillance, and Global Positioning Systems.

Third, the steep digital technology adoption by cities represents a step forward in {{eYgiii¥ififz an urban low-
carbon EF:FIGE which will have far-reaching impacts for them coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic. The
megacity of Jakarta in Indonesia has deployed a wide array of smart applications in its transport
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curtailment efforts during lock-down.

Excerpt from “Smart Cities In The Post COVID-19 Era”, written by Venkatachalam Anbumozhi,

published on February 13th 2021, by The ASEAN Post, ©2021 The ASEAN Post. Reprinted with the permission of The ASEAN Post.
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