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Strategies for advancing African women in academia

5| T © https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2022/03/15/strategies-for-advancing-african-women-in-academia/

Despite the progress women in Africa have madein the professional sphere, they remain underrepresented
in strategic and essential positions. In fact, in academia, the representation of women can be likened to a
pyramid where very few women exist at the top and in key leadership positions, especially in Africa.
Moreover, only six out of the 26 higher education institutions in South Africa—a country that houses many
of Africa’s top universities—are led by women. In Ghana, only 8 percent of professors from public
universities are women. More broadly, across sub-Saharan Africa, women constitute only 24 percent of
academic staff and 2.5 percent of vice chancellors. The African Evidence Research Database also indicates
that, out of 2,510 African-led studies surveyed by the database, only 32 percent were led by women.

Although institutional efforts to increase the representation of women in academia are increasing across
the region, they tend to focus on increasing female enrollment in undergraduate studies rather than the
hiring and retention of women in senior leadership positions. such as structural barriers,
traditional beliefs and norms, expectations; gender SEEN37 5, and the nature of
many African academic institutions make it challenging to make any significant progress. Moreover, the
lack of female and mentors to guide young talented women through their academic careers
exacerbates the [FLERET): Female students are more likely to enroll in graduate studies when they
encounter successful women role models.

This Viewpoint essay was originally published in the Brookings Institution’s Africa Growth Initiative report, Foresight Africa 2022.
For more information, visit: https://www.brookings.edu/project/africa-growth-initiative/
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