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How rice can revive Japan’s tourism industry

(#18&) Enter ER{iMiMA1, a market valued at $69.2 billion worldwide in 2019 and to reach $117.4
billion in global value by 2027 due to current demand for economical, naturef{El¥¥s and sustainable tourism,
according to Fortune Business Insights.

So, how can Japan {&3 into this potential with more tourism offerings based around rice, its @IERERENE?

International trends show Japan is in good company. [{{&WELLIY-rich spots in Bali and Thailand have long
had success with tourism, particularly among Europeans and Australians.

And destinations continue to emerge, such as the terraced rice fields of Mu Cang Chai in northwest Vietnam,
where visitors can enjoy walking tours, fieldwork, cooking, rice wine production and home stays. The rural
district received around 90,000 visitors in 2018, up from roughly 20,000 in 2015, according to Vietnam News

Agency.

Japan could be set to experience some of the same growth, according to a 2022 report by Statista, which
notes that interest in agriculture- and food-related tourism in Japan is enjoying “steady popularity” among
international and domestic markets.

The village of Inakadate in Aomori Prefecture welcomed around 204,000 people — of which 10% were from
overseas — to view its rice paddy art in 2019. Considered the birthplace of the art form, the village of 8,000
people has been attracting tourists since 1993, when it was suggested that farmers create messages in the
fields by planting ancient rice varieties with purple and yellow flowers. The move was designed to celebrate
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the village’s heritage in rice-growing, which is understood to have begun about 2,100 years ago. (8)

From “How rice can revive Japan’s tourism industry” written by Kathryn Wortley for Japan Times, published on July 9th of 2022. Reprint with permission of
Japan Times and the author. To check the original text, visit: https://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2022/07/09/travel/japan-rice-tourism/
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