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WMO makes urgent call to action over melting
cryosphere

WMO warned on Tuesday that glaciers and ice sheet melt in Greenland and Antarctica accounts for some

50 per cent of sea level rise, which is EGQEE T, with impacts on small island developing
states (SIDS) and densely populated coastal areas.

The average thickness of the world’s glaciers has [ IITNEGL| by almost 30 metres since 1970.

“The cryosphere issue is a hot topic not just for the Arctic and Antarctic, but it is a global issue,” said WMO
Secretary-General Petteri Taalas.

The changes in the global cryosphere will affect well over a billion people who rely on water

from snow and glacier melt, WMO said.

The agency also called melting Arctic permafrost a “sleeping giant” of greenhouse gases, as it stores twice
as much as there is in the atmosphere today.

WMO said it has made this [T issue one of its top priorities and called for better predictions and
intensified research, data exchange and investment.

Sea level rise, ice and glaciers are among the climate indicators monitored by WMO and the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The WMO State of the Global Climate 2022 report
highlighted the shocking extent of change.

From “WMO makes urgent call to action over melting cryosphere,” by UN News, ©2023 United Nations. Reprinted with the permission of the United
Nations. To check the original text, visit: https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/05/1137147
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