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ACTION Japan’s Development Cooperation Charter
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o & 12 FThe Diplomats IC& 3 &« BEOEEHAHIGE EERICYEE=H4%
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Japan’s 2023 Development Cooperation Charter:
The Aid-Security Nexus

(#iB&) | noted in my previous article on Japan’s new Official Security Assistance framework, there is little
controversy around conventional Japanese development assistance either at home or abroad: it is
generally viewed as non-threatening, and it has been a significant contributor to Japan’s popularity in a
soft power sense, particularly in Southeast Asia. OECD peer reviews note Japan’s particular strengths in
disaster reduction efforts and in ensuring that countries feel a sense of over
development assistance projects. The days when Japan was an outlier in international development
practice are now in the distant past.

The new Development Cooperation Charter is a strong reflection of this, following in the confident and
FAEERTIG| footsteps of the previous revision and building on them significantly. From the very first
paragraph, the new discusses the risks of “REMI{iE] competition” and the challenges to “the
free and open international F: ] and multilateralism” stemming from “actions that unilaterally change
the status quo by use of force.” The charter draws a direct line between these issues and “food crises,
inflation, debt crises and humanitarian crises.” This is, of course, a thinly veiled reference to the Russian
invasion of Ukraine and its global ramifications, with all of the scenarios listed having played out in some
form in various countries in the last year.
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From “Japan’s 2023 Development Cooperation Charter: The Aid-Security Nexus,” written by James Kaizuka for The Diplomat, published on June 14th,
2023. To check the original text, visit: https://thediplomat.com/2023/06/japans-2023-development-cooperation-charter-the-aid-security-nexus/
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