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*1 UNICEF “Water Scarcity” *2 WHO “Drinking-water”
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*3 WHO/UNICEF JMP “Progress on household drinking-water, sanitation and hygiene 2000-2022: Special

focus on gender” %4 UN “The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2024” 5 WMO “State of Global Water Resources 2024 Report”
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WASH for Better Access to Education
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Managing Water, Sustaining Agriculture
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Providing Clean Water, Building Lasting Peace
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Holding Back the Sinking City
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Deadly floods show need for faster,
wider warnings, UN agency says

Floods and flash floods claim thousands of lives each year and cause billions of dollars in damage. In
2020, severe flooding across South Asia killed more than 6,500 people and caused $105 billion in economic
losses.

Two years later, catastrophic floods in Pakistan left over 1,700 people dead, 33 million affected and losses
exceeding $40 billion, reversing years of development gains.

This year, the onslaught has continued. In July alone, South Asia, East Asia and the United States have
seen a string of deadly events, from monsoon rains to glacial lake bursts and sudden flash floods.

— (Section of the text removed for brevity)—
Not all floods this month were caused by rain.

In Nepal’s Rasuwa district, a sudden outburst from a supraglacial lake - formed on a glacier’s surface -
swept away hydropower plants, a major bridge and trade routes on 7 July. At least 11 people were killed
and more than a dozen are reported missing.

Scientists at the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), a WMO partner, say
glacial-origin floods in the Hindu Kush-Himalaya region are occurring far more often than two decades
ago, when one might strike every five to 10 years.

In May and June 2025 alone, three glacial outburst floods hit Nepal, Afghanistan and Pakistan, with two
more in Nepal on 7 July. If warming continues, the risk of such floods could triple by the century’s end.

From Deadly floods show need for faster, wider warnings, UN agency says, by Vibhu Mishra. ©2025 United Nations. Reprinted with the permission of
the United Nations. To check the original text, visit: https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/07/1165455
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